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of the Soviet port of Nakhodka on the Sea of Japan. 
Soviet plans also call for the construction and re- 
construction of wharves, erection of mechanized 
piers and the building of special berths for container 
ships in a number of ports. 

CONTAINERIZATION 

The Soviets put the world’s first container trans- 
port system into operation in 1936 in an effort to in- 
crease the capacity of the railroads. The two and 
one-half ton boxes served as a model for the U.S. 
Army CONEX System. There are some 900,000 of 
the small two and one-half and five-ton containers in 
service for the combined use of rail, truck, and river 
modes. 

In 1967, the Soviets signed an agreement which 
created the Trans-Siberian Landbridge container 
route. This was the first step on the way to transi- 
tioning from the small CONEX type container to the 
international standard Series | 20, 30, 35, and 40- 
foot boxes. Beginning with unmodified flatcars and 
low-boy trailers to move the Western containers 
across their country, the Soviets became committed 
to building or buying the proper handling equipment 





as well as their own fleet of Series | containers. Pro- 
curement began in 1972 and at the end of this year 
the Soviets will have eight containerships, several 
thousand container flatcars, fleets of special con- 
tainer trailers, straddle carriers and other special 
handling equipment with 40 or so _ locations 
throughout the country to work the containers. 
CHALLENGE AND CHANGE 

This, then, is the Soviet transportation system 
and environment. Railroads are supreme with over 
60 percent of total traffic and continue to grow — 
but with rail planners trying to spin off an increasing 
amount to the other modes. The Soviet merchant 
marine is the fastest growing in the world and 
should rank among the top three maritime nations 
by the end of the decade. 

The Soviet Air Fleet is second only to that of the 
U.S. The inland waterway system provides utility in 
the movement of bulk goods along the north-south 
axis of the country but is limited by the lack of east- 
west interconnections. Finally, the highway system 
promises massive growth to keep pace with the 
changing economy and the enormous planned out- 
put of trucks. 


